Make Recycling Gifts a Holiday Tradition
by Shirley Fine Lee

Many of us have gotten a gift and thought “What were they thinking” or “I
already have one of these.” What do we typically do with those gifts? Do
we wrap them in different paper and stick a card on them in order to pass it
on to someone else? This is not a bad thing, when it's called recycling.
Recycling is in! So doing it makes us cool — right? After all, it is only
frowned upon if the original giver believes their thoughtfulness was not
appreciated or the new recipient sees it as unimaginative re-gifting. So
let’'s be sure we do it right.

How do we recycle or repurpose a gift in a good way?

To recycle a gift, we give it to someone we know who needs it. At this time of year, there
are many groups collecting clothes, toys, and food for the needy. Of course, we can buy
something to share instead of recycling something we have or we may donate money so
the group can fill needs where other types of donations were not sufficient. Many of the
groups collecting for children want new items, but some groups will take previously used
items. An example of a sought after used item is technology, such as computers and
phones after we choose to update ours. See http://www.computerswithcauses.org/,
http://donatemycellphone.org/ or http://www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com/ for places to
donate technology.

To repurpose a gift, we can donate it to a charitable organization. That organization may
redistribute the donation or they may sell it in order to raise money to support their cause.
Whether the donation is done by an individual, a business, a religious group, or a
professional association; it will be appreciated by the receiving organization. If we want to
help a charity, but we have nothing to give at this time we can consider doing a drive at our
place of business or worship. We can ask others to help out as well. We can make a plan
to help out in our communities by finding out what our local community or church food
bank needs are for this time of year. Another option is to volunteer our time, this is a great
way to share and many organizations need the help during the holiday season. Many
shelters need people to serve food on the holidays or pass out items to the needy, and
other organizations need people to make deliveries.

To find more ways we can help with donations or volunteering during the holidays, check
out the multitude of options on http://www.charityguide.org.
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